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Worldwide
Around 5.9 million tonnes of tobacco were harvested 
worldwide in 2021.[1] 

The world‘s leading tobacco-growing countries are 
China with over 2 million tonnes of raw tobacco 
(2021: 2.1 million tonnes). That is more than a third of 
the global production volume, followed by India (2021: 
758,000 tonnes) and Brazil (2020: 744,000 tonnes).[1]

In the EU
Tobacco is also grown in the EU: In 2021, about 131,000 
tonnes were grown on approx. 53,000 hectares – that 
is about 2 % of global annual raw tobacco production 
and about a quarter of the quantity produced in 2001. 
Around 26,000 specialised producers grow tobacco 
in the EU.[1]

In 2018, the EU imported about 420,000 tonnes of raw 
tobacco and exported 120,000 tonnes of raw tobacco.[2] 

In Germany
In 2022, 3,700 tonnes were still produced in Germany. 
Tobacco is grown on a total of 1,600 hectares.[3]

Worldwide
The production value of unprocessed tobacco 
grown worldwide is equivalent to more than  
15 billion US dollars.[1]

Worldwide, 1.2 million people work directly for  
the tobacco industry and generate a value of  
868 billion US dollars.[4; 5]

Overall, however, significantly more people 
worldwide are involved in tobacco growing. In 
2017, the ILO estimated that around 60 million 
people were involved in tobacco growing and 
processing.[6]

In Germany

The economic footprint of the industry for  
tobacco products, e-cigarettes and other  
novel nicotine products in Germany in 2021:

The industry:
 

   secures the employment of about 350,000  
people (directly, indirectly and induced);[7] 

   contributes around 43 billion euros or 1.3 %  
to gross domestic product;[7] 

   generates tax revenues (tobacco tax and  
value-added tax) of over 18 billion euros from  
the sales of conventional tobacco products.[8]
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AGRICULTURE

* “Green water“ is naturally occurring soil and rainwater that is absorbed and evaporated by plants. „Blue water“ is 
groundwater or surface water that is used to manufacture a product and is no longer returned to a body of water.  
„Gray water“ describes the amount of water that is theoretically necessary to dilute water pollution to such an  
extent that the water quality meets agreed water quality standards. 

**corresponds to 40 g of dry rice

Cultivation – Water Footprint
The amount of water required directly and indirectly  
for the agricultural cultivation of one tonne of tobacco 
is 2,925 m3 on a global average, of which 69 % is green 
water, 7 % is blue water and 24 % grey water.*

For comparison: 
The amount of water required directly and indirectly 
for agricultural production of:
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Water Consumption
The direct and indirect water consumption for the 
production of a packet of cigarettes in agricultural 
cultivation is approximately between 30 and 47 
litres per packet, which would be 1.5-2.35 litres 
per cigarette. In addition to this, there is the water 
consumption in the industrial production process, 
which is significantly lower at approx. 50-100 ml/
pack.[14;15]

For comparison:
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Agricultural Area
Tobacco is grown on about 3.1 million hectares of land 
worldwide[1] – that is less than 0.03 % of the world‘s 
agricultural land.

There are a total of 4.8 billion hectares of agricultural 
land on earth, of which almost 1.6 billion hectares are 
arable land and 3.2 billion hectares are pasture land.[1]
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CO2 Footprint
A packet of cigarettes causes approx. 280 g CO2 eq 
through production and consumption. That would be 
about 14 g CO2 eq per cigarette.

For comparison: 

Box: Contains 20 cigarettes, tobacco content approx. 10 to 16 g
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Cultivation – CO2 Footprint
One tonne of green tobacco produces approx.  
643.5 kg CO2 eq in cultivation.[9]  

For comparison, the cultivation of: 
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